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About Phitately Week

Philately Week is said to have been established by the thenMinistry of Communications in 1947 in onder to broaden the
gencral public’s recognition of the culcucal value of postage statops with respect to their beucy and arcistry as well as o hele
promate poscage stamp collecting a5 1 hobby.

the week including April 20, which is Pestal Commemoration Day, is designated as Philately Week, with the issue
date of stamps for Philately Week set as the first day of that week (from April 20 to April 26 in 2026).
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Design and other details of postage stamps to be issued
For the stamp designs of this year's Philasely Week, from of ukiy prints)
chit were used in past Philstely Weeks.

“Allusion to the 'Evening Faces' chapter from The Tale of Genji
Aschives)

“This work by Susuki Harunobu is a revision of a traditional piccorial calendar that was originally produced in 1766 Itis a
parody illusteation of the scene from the "Evening Faces” chapter of *The Tale of Genii® by Murasaki Shikibu in which
Hikara Genji visies the home of Yugao for the first tine. Inseribed on the folding fan of the girl who emerges from the gate
entwwined with moonflowers with shire blassoms is & Jove poem. Fearured on the long hsori coat worn hy the young man is
the Vigao® Genjpko pattern of vertical lines from "The Tale of Geaji”

okyo Nasional Museum collection) (Tmage: TNM Tmage

*Kitchen Scene” (Tokyo National Museum
collection) (lunage: TNM Liuage Archives)
Awork produced by Kitagawa Utamaro in
the Edo era. This group portrait depicting
the everyday life of ordinary women shows
four of them surrounding a kitchen stove as
they Blow into a bamboo pipe to light the
fire, peel an eggplant, and engage in other
houschold chares. In addition o its depiction
uf the inner world of women, this work also
Incorporates the use of wetallic powder in
printing and other means to elaborately
present the texeure of utensils
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